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Olympic History

This term the students discovered many new and interesting things about the
Olympic Games. They also enjoyed learning new things about China and its
colourful culture.

During our Olympic studies we
researched the history of the
Olympics.

With the help of other students,
Deborah made the ancient Greek
Parthenon using blocks.

The Parthenon is an ancient Greek
building that was once used for
training by the athletes in preparation
for the Olympic Games.

Deborah used different shaped
wooden blocks for the base and
columns.

What a fantastic effort!
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After listening to the Chinese folk tale, Nian, Joshua retold the story. He drew a
picture of what he thought Nian looked like from the description in the story.

Nian

By Joshua

Nian is a Chinese folk tale about a beast that
lived in the sea. He would scare the people in
the village. An old man came to stay the night.
The old man promised that the beast would be
gone by dawn. The villagers hid in the
mountains.

The next morning the village people came back to see tiny red particles on the
ground left over from the fire crackers. There were banners and lanterns in the
street. The old man was gone.

The people of the village thought that the man was one of the gods. So every year
Chinese people celebrate Chinese New Year with fireworks, lanterns, and
banners.

The students have learnt many things about
China including information about culture and
traditions.

Joshua used wooden blocks to make his
Chinese temple.
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The Olympic Games is special to people from
around the world for many different reasons.

Athletes from hundreds of countries work hard for
many years to make their Olympic dreams come
true. Every four years, visitors from all over the
world join them to share their dreams and to explore
new and exciting places and experiences.

In 2008, the Chinese people were very proud to
show off their beautiful and amazing country to all
their Olympic visitors.

In the Mater Hospital wards we watched from afar. Our Olympic dream was for the people
from all over the world to come together as friends. We hoped that the spirit of friendship
would touch them all and reach around the world right back home to us.

Aussie athletes headed to the Beijing
Olympics armed with values for which we
might all aspire:

Attitude

Sportsmanship

Pride

Individual responsibility
Respect

Express yourself

But what exactly do these values mean? Our students searched for words which
they believed reflected the ASPIRE values. Thank you to Koreti for allowing us to
share her word montage. Are there any other words you would add?
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An artist’'s book is an expression of art in the form of a book. Artist's books are mostly
limited edition handmade books on diverse and varied topics which stir artists’
imaginations. Artist's books come in all shapes and sizes and can be made out of just
about anything.

Our first ward Artist’'s Book!

In the wards, we were inspired to create an artist’'s book after reading about the
current Artist's Books exhibition at the State Library of Queensland.

Our artist’'s book took the form of a scroll which
mirrored the Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony
scroll.

In Beijing, images of China’'s 5000 year history were
projected on the scroll and dancers danced across
the scroll, making huge paintings as they went.

On the inside of the scroll we placed art work
created by students throughout the term. Among
the art works was Raelena’s boat on the Yangtze
River, a crayon resist collage.

On the back of the scroll we hand printed our version of
the lucky cloud symbol which appears on the Chinese
Olympic torch. The torch is also designed in the form of a
scroll.

Framing the artworks are Chinese characters
representing the positive values we encourage in
our school. These characters were chosen and
drawn by our students.

We are very proud of our artist’'s book. It is the
only edition created and is very precious to us.
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The tradition of the Olympic flame began during the ancient
Olympic Games over 2700 years ago. The flame symbolised
the death and rebirth of Greek heroes.

The first torch relay took place at the 1936 games in Berlin,
Germany.

The students of Classroom Two designed their own personal torch relay route through
some of their favourite Australian places.

| would like to carry the torch from Bundaberg to
Gayndah in a limousine with the torch out of the top.

If I had the chance to carry the Olympic torch | would go from
Brisbane to Fraser Island by cruise boat.

| would carry the torch from Rockhampton to Bundaberg
to Toowoomba and then to Caboolture by car.

If I was to carry the Olympic torch, | would jet ski 3 km in
Noosa Sound and pass it to a person on a ship.

| would start my Olympic relay in Sydney. | would take the torch to the city
near the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Sydney Opera House.

| would then take the torch from Sydney to Byron Bay by riding a bike with a
specially made torch holder on the back so the torch wouldn't fall off during
my journey round Australia.

| would take it to Byron Bay so | could try to surf while holding the torch because | love surfing
and everything about it. | also love the Olympics so it would be special for me to be able to surf
and hold the torch at the same time. That would be a great experience.
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A motto is a phrase which sums up a life philosophy or a code of conduct to follow.
The Olympic motto is made up of three Latin words: Citius, Altius, Fortius, which means
Faster, Higher, Stronger. These three words encourage the athlete to give his or her best
during competition, and to view this effort as a victory in itself.

The students considered their own life philosophy and wrote a personal motto.

Shoot to win
River

Learn with fun
Jazmin

Be your best
James

Attention is success
James

Strive for best

Katarina

Live with no sorrow
Heart, courage, kindness, strength Madu

Tabitha
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Beijing Olympic Games.

Skye

Liam

Chris

Jazmin

The students enjoyed expressing their creativity in these line drawings inspired by the

They used Chinese symbols including dragons,
temples and pandas to create these unique works of

art.

The students used a technique we learnt earlier in
the year from visiting artist, Billy Missi, to create a

wonderful gallery of art.

Ron

Stephanie

Darnika

Stephanie
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Michael Phelps

Born 30/6/1985

Michael “The Baltimore Bullet” Phelps is an American swimmer
born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland, United States. He
graduated High School in 2003. Phelps began swimming at the
age of 7. At age 10 he held a national record for his age, with
more records to come.

Phelps has a body particularly suited to swimming and aquatic
sports, with attributes such as: disproportionately long arm span
measuring 2.1m, a body length of 1.9m, a streamline body for
low water resistance, disproportionately short legs (which
produce lower drag and provide a hydrofoil effect), size 14 feet
(the size of flippers) and hyper-mobility in the ankles (being able
to whip his feet, simulating fins in water).

At the age of 15, Phelps competed at the 2000 Summer
Olympics in Sydney, becoming the youngest American male
swimmer at an Olympic Games in 68 years. He did not win a
medal. Five months after the Sydney Olympics, Phelps
broke the world record in the 200m butterfly to become, at
15 years and 9 months, the youngest man ever to set a
swimming world record.

Phelps has broken many world records, including his own.
In 2003, Phelps broke his own world record in the 400 metre
individual medley with a time of 4:09.09 sec and in June, he
broke the world record in the 200m individual medley with a
time of 1:56.04. On July 7, 2004, Phelps broke his own
world record again in the 400m individual medley with a time
of 4:08.41 during the U.S. trials for the 2004 Summer
Olympics.

Artwork by Damon

At the recent Beijing Olympics Michael Phelps rewrote history by breaking Mark Spitz's long
standing world record of having the most world records at any one Olympic Games, winning an
unprecedented 8 gold medals. Where he can go from here is yet to be determined.

A true champion, Phelps intends to return to Baltimore following the 2008 Olympics, joining Bob
Bowman, his long time coach.

By Damon, Year 9
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We hope you enjoy this acrostic poem inspired by the Olympic Games. It
has been written by one of our senior students, Annie.

Over many years the games have progressed into a magnificent event
Learning new skills all the time
oung athletes participate and eventually climb their way to the top
any Australians have brought home the gold
People come from all over the world to join in the traditions
Inspirational events bring the countries’ team spirit alive
Concentration levels of the athletes are very high during the games

Gold, silver and bronze medals are what the three placegetters receive
Il of the countries’ national anthems are sung
any athletes achieve great things
Every four years the spirit comes to life
Strength, determination and agility are just some of the qualities of the athletes

Artwork by Annie




This term we were delighted to
congratulate one of our students who
took part in the Education Queensland
Online Animation Festival.

River won first prize and had the
opportunity to take part in an online chat
with award winning animator, Anthony
Lucas.

++

Anthony’s animated movie, The Mysterious Geographic Explorations of
Jasper Morello, was nominated in the short film category of the 2007 Oscars.
His short film, My Rabbit Hoppy was nominated at this year’s Cannes Film

Festival.

Anthony, who lives in Melbourne, was in Brisbane for work and came to our
school to present River with a signed copy of his movies on DVD.

The school was buzzing with excitement as it was a unique chance for River
and all staff and students to meet a homegrown animator who has achieved

great success.

River’'s winning entry,
Lawnmower Mayhem

River celebrates with his family




As part of our continuing series highlighting the
wonderful volunteers who do such a great job at our
school, this term we salute Runcorn State High
School.

For several years now, these fabulous students have
been raising money to purchase books to donate to
our school.

As part of the Runcorn Readers’ Challenge, the
students were asked to read a minimum of 5 novels.
Sponsors pledged donations to the students for
successfully completing their challenge.

After completing the challenge the Runcorn High students purchased books from the
proceeds. These books were then very kindly donated to our school. They even cov-
ered them for us!

When the students visited our school to present the books they were met by some
very excited Mater School students. Our students enjoyed viewing and reading the
books with them. There was something to suit everyone in the choice of books,
including some that were on the short list during Book Week this year.

Our students thanked the Runcorn visitors with a fabulous afternoon tea. Thank you
Runcorn State High School, we really appreciate your generosity!

Just a few of the many books donated Emily loved the picture books
by the Runcorn students
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This term the Mater School was
delighted to see the installation of
interactive whiteboards in all three
classrooms and the staffroom.

There was much excitement from
students and teachers alike seeing
these wonderful teaching tools put into
action.

Interactive whiteboards are a fantastic
addition to our classrooms and enable
teachers and students to interact with
learning in a very unique way and, with a
high element of fun.

Students with special needs, especially
those with limited mobility, have found
engaging in computer use a lot easier
with the interactive whiteboards.

To help celebrate the Olympic Games
Beijing style, our good friends from Bunnings
came to the Mater School recently. They
brought Chinese dragons for the children to
construct.

Everyone loved putting them together and
decorating them with colour and sparkle. The
dragons look fabulous hanging majestically
in our classrooms.
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Can you imagine our surprise recently when we had a visit from a nurse who told us that
the first school she attended was the Mater Hospital Special School?

We couldn’t pass up the opportunity to interview her and so one of our students, River,
asked some interesting questions.

River. What year did you start school at the Mater?

Nikki:  About 1975.

River. Where was the school when you were here?

Nikki:  In the old Mater Children’s Hospital.

River: How long were you there?

Nikki:  About 4 months.

River: Do you remember any of the activities you did?

Nikki: | remember painting a model of a ‘Womble’ for my sister and she still has it.

And amazingly Nikki’s sister, Glen’l, now works in the Mater Adults Hospital.

Nikki today at the Mater School




Ship Ahoy!

The US Navy ship arrived in town
for a stopover during one of their off
shore training trips.

Officers of the naval ship USS
McCain called in to the Mater
Hospital Special School to meet our
students and talk about their
various roles on the ship.

They described how they come together as a team to execute various tasks that may lay
ahead while working at sea. Keen students asked lots of interesting questions about where
they slept, what they ate, where they came from, what their ranks were and how long they
would stay at sea.

Our excited students discovered the results of
their entry in the Wakakirri Story Festival. The
student entry about the migration of the
humpback whales came second overall. They
also achieved first place for their artwork.

As a result of their involvement in the festival,
our students had the opportunity to gain new
artistic and technical skills as well as
showcase their creative talent.

We are proud of the effort made by all the
students for their creativity and the
enthusiastic attitude shown in undertaking this
venture. Staff who supported the students
throughout the project also had a ball and
were impressed by the efforts and imagination
of the students.
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